
Guidelines for arranging the Tour 

  

The following may be a useful set of pointers: we hope to elaborate this section as much as 

possible in the future. 

  

Numbers 

Expect in the order of twenty-five non-residents and ten residents, but this is very variable. The 

Monday and Tuesday will be much better attended than other days. Thursday may be thin: ask 

people the times they expect to be leaving. 

  

The Hotel 

Everyone will tell you they are happy for something cheap and cheerful. In reality, almost all 

will ask for a single room where appropriate, and en-suite facilities. Finding a hotel offering this 

for twenty or thirty people means that cheap-and-cheerful is not that easy to come by. You may 

well have to use more than one hotel. Costs vary a lot depending on region, but £40 per night for 

a single is a good starting point. 

Check the walking distance to the pubs and curry-house. Long staggers are not appreciated. 

  

The Residents 

For some years now, the residents have been accommodated in a parish hall. Expect to pay about 

£100 for four nights. The church will need to have things explained very carefully to them. 

Check who else is using the hall: you may have to get out of the way earlier in the morning than 

you expect.  

  

The Coach 

£250 per day is about the norm. You have to shop around, as costs vary surprisingly. A smaller 

coach or big minibus for the last, quieter days may not save much at all.  

Ask the local ringers who they recommend, but don’t be surprised if their ‘cheap’ preference 

turns out to be one of the most expensive.  



Tip the driver daily – he may change each day – and add this to the bills. This saves arguing 

about the level of tip and having to have a daily whip-round. About £30 per day is reasonable. 

The coach firm will probably want details of routes, as they are very concerned about mileage. 

You must explain clearly what is expected on a ringing tour, as their normal working method is a 

single long drive there and back, with a long break in the middle. 

Count everybody back on. There have been some memorable cock-ups! 

  

Pubs 

Local recommendations are useful, but a personal visit is more useful. 

Check that they can handle the numbers in the time. 

Check the eating area: they may prefer to bundle you all into the dining area, especially at lunch-

time when the pub may be busy but the dining-room quiet. This will not be popular. 

  

Towers 

Five a day, maybe six. Try to keep the higher numbers and heavy bells for the Monday and 

Tuesday when more people are around. Also try to keep them to before lunch. After lunch, don’t 

expect everybody to charge out of the pub just because the tower is about to open. 

Think about who runs the towers before the first day: the most suitable people may not be around 

at the most suitable times. At the latest, arrange it at the start of the day: you will not get 

volunteers if you ask them in the pub at 2.30. 

On the last day, keep the final towers nearer to base and easier bells.  

Tip the towers £1 per bell. This looks a bit mean these days, but it’s about the norm. 

Very few towers are on email yet, so you need to write to most of them. Phone them to remind 

them a week in advance. Remember to get clear instructions about being met or not, and how to 

get in. 

  

Reminders 

Phone the pubs, the hotels, the towers and the coach firm a week or so in advance.   



  

Profits 

Ideally there won’t be any, but in reality there will be. If it’s just a few quid, feel free to keep it 

to cover all the phone calls and extra letters you haven’t charged for. Much more, and give it to 

the BRF or the Newsletter fund. Don’t try to pass it on to next year’s organiser, because you 

won’t know who it is, and when the time comes either you or they will forget. Don’t try to make 

refunds, as split between thirty-odd people over five days it will not be worth the bother. 

 


